Books about the Severn Estuary List by Owain Jones

These are the books and pamphlets I have collected or know about
These are about the Estuary, aspects of life in/on the estuary, history of particular places and features and sections of the north/southern shore
I am not grouping them into categories as yet, but might well do so in the future

Of course there will be many books which are not listed – particularly books about the cities and counties  around the estuary 
I am interested in the overall ecology of the estuary -  ‘ecology’ here been taken in a broad sense to include economy, culture etc
	Title
	Author
	Publisher
	Date
	No pages
	Brief description

	1. The Severn Estuary: A Heritage of Wildlife
	‘Team for the Severn Estuary Conservation Group’ led by S G F Davis
	Not given
	Not given but must have been produced in late 1970s
	39
	A pamphlet outlining the natural history of the Estuary, has good colour photos, a section on the Future of the Estuary’ a list of about 40 ‘Useful Addresses’

	2. The Port of Chepstow
	Ivor Waters
	The Chepstow Society
	1977
	43
	A charming and detailed history of Chepstow port. Plenty of maps, paintings and photos and a substantial bibliography

	3. Severn Enterprise. The Story of the Old and New Passage Ferries
	Christopher Jordan 
	Arthur H Stockwell Ltd
	1977
	114
	A detailed history of the ferries at Aust and the people who ran them. There are detailed drawings of the boats themselves, photos and posters of the old time tables

	4. Channel Passage
	Paul Newman
	Kingsmead Press
	1976
	130
	A classic example of local topographical writing describing the ‘area around, portishead, Clevedon, Weston-super-Mare and Burnham-on-Sea

	5. The Bristol Channel
	Brain Waters
	J. M Dent and Sons
	1955
	206
	The third of Water’s trilogy of topographical studies charting the Severn from source to mouth. This covers the area the channel from Newport  down to Devon on the South coast and Pembrokeshire on the north coast.  It focuses on local character and life (has pictures of cockle-gathering salmon traps et. Waters also published poetry so he looks at the landscape with a literary eye. 

	6. Severn Tide
	Brain Waters
	J. M Dent and Sons
	1947
	183
	The second of Water’s trilogy of topographical studies charting the Severn from source to mouth. This covers the area from about med estuary (mouth of the Wye – up to Tewksbury. As above it is very much about local folk traditions, law and character

	7. Smuggling in the Bristol Channel 1700 - 1850
	Graham Smith
	Countryside Books
	1989
	176
	A very detailed history of shipping and smuggling in the lower reaches of the Channel (Heartland Point North Devon up to the Severn Bridge at Aust)

	8. Berkley Vale and Severn Shore
	Lewis Wiltshire
	Robert Hale
	1980 (2nd edition)
	236
	This is a send edition of an earlier book. It is a history/topography of the are between the Severn Bridge and Gloucestershire. It fescues very much on the river and has some great photos.

	9. The Severn Tunnel. Its Constructions and its Difficulties (1872-1887) 
	Thomas A Walker
	Kingsmead Reprint 
	1969
	240
	This is a facsimile reprint of an 1898 book by Walker. Walker was involved in the construction of the tunnel and charts its design, progress and difficulties in great detail. There are a number of detailed fold out drawings. 

	10. The Making of the Severn Railway Tunnel
	Roger Cowles
	Alan Sutton
	1989
	150
	Draws upon Walker’s account and archive material to tell the story of the tunnel from a railway/construction perspective stressing the tunnel as one of the great fete of Victorian civil engineering 

	11. The Rise and Fall of the Severn Railway Bridge 1872-1970
	Ron Huxley
	Amberley 
	2008
	174
	This tells the rise and fall of this now almost forgotten bridge (destroyed in the 1960s) It seems to be stronger on technical history of construction and railway than the social history – but there is some of that. (It is new not looked that closely yet)

	12. Portrait of the Severn
	J.H. B. Peel
	Robert Hale
	1980 (2nd edition)
	205
	This is perhaps the most famous literary portrait of the  River Severn. The first 4 chapters portray the tidal reaches of the estuary. The author suggests that the estuary and river  ‘starts’ at a line between Clevedon and Newport. (As it happens this is just about exactly where Gavin Fabian Millar took the photographs for his art work Sea Horizon, see below)

	13. The River Severn
	Keith Kissack
	Terence Dalton Ltd 
	1982
	150
	Another portrait of the entire river. The last 2 chapters focuses on the tidal reaches of the estuary and ends its portrait at the 1967 bridge

	14. The Severn 
	Wilson Stephens
	Muller, Blonde and White
	1986
	47
	One of a series ‘Rivers of Britain’ a very thin protract of the river with pencil drawings. Focuses on history mainly

	15. Disasters on the Severn
	Chris Witts
	Tempus
	2002
	152
	The Severn – big river, huge tidal ranges, complex navigation, heavy industry, large ports, bridges – disaster is bound to strike. Chris Witts details the famous and not so famous shipping and other disasters that have occurred on the Severn. Chris Witts used to ply tankers on the river and is one of the leading historians of life on the river and estuary.

	16. Moses White of Littleton-on-Severn: Severnside Memories
	Christopher Jordan
	Self Published 
	1979
	26 (A4)
	This is a pamphlet which tells the story of Moses White and his family and community who lived in the villages of Littleton and Oldbury and who in part made a living out of the coastal trading of bricks in the boats especially designed to ply the waters of the estuary . It has an account of the huge whale that washed up on Littleton Warf in 1885

	17. Somerset Harbours
	Graham Farr
	Christopher Johnson
	1954
	159
	A charming account of the harbours of the southern shore of the Bristol Channel covering Bristol , and the small harbours of Somerset and Devon down to Porlock

	18. Sea Horizon 
	Gavin Fabian Millar
	
	
	
	This is one of the earliest completed art works by this artist. It consists of 40 square photographic prints looking directly out into the estuary off the artist’s roof in Clevedon.  The orientation and settings of the camera were not changed for any of the shots. What is produced is a series of photographs with an amazing range of atmosphere colour,  light and depth of visible distance.  The prints sell at art galleries and 4 of them hang in the reception hall of Hewlett Packard Research Labs in North Bristol

	19. A Sleepwalk on the Severn
	Alice Oswald
	Faber and Faber
	2009
	40
	“A poem in several registers set at night on the Severn Estuary2. It combines local history with poetic accounts of the landscape’s relationship with moon, tide, space and ecology. Alice Oswald is a leading UK poet. The poem was commissioned by the Severn Project 2009 and performed as a play with music as part of the Project in various venues around the estuary

	20.  The Water Table
	Philip Gross 
	Blood Axe
	2009
	64
	A book of 64 poems. Many directly dealing with the estuary as a landscape as well as personal and political issues. WON the T S ELLIOT poetry prize in 2010

	21. Channel Portraits From Bristol to Lynmouth
	Drawings by John Greehalgh
Text by Paul Newman
	Engart
	1980
	63
	Starts Clifton Suspension Bridge then works down the Somerset and Devon coast to Lynmouth. Lots of drawings of churches, coastal features, with a page or so of text about each

	22. Brean Down
	National Trust
	National Trust
	Undated 
	22
	Very nice pamphlet with lots of drawings. Focuses on natural history, archaeology and more recent history inc the war military ruins.
(my copy badly water damaged)

	23. Lundy: Bristol Channel. The Official Guide 
	Attributed to Felix Gade and others
	-
	undated
	22
	Nice little general guide to the island touching on ecology, history, tourist stuff

	24.  Strategy for the Severn Estuary
	Severn Estuary Partnership
	Cardiff University
	2001
	165
	Setting out an integrated policy for the management of the Estuary. Covers tourism, industry, agriculture, transport, fisheries, flooding etc. Has series of maps showing range of features such as ports, seal walls

	25.  Newport Survey 1982
Newport Neighbourhoods
	Dept of Documentary Photography: Gwent College of Higher Ed.
	Dept of Documentary Photography: Gwent College of Higher Ed.
	1982
	64
	Large format book. Lots of fantastic b & w photos of Newport inc of the docks and the coast and the communities around them. This id documentary photography by students from what was then one of the most famous and respects course in  the country. Lots of text too

	26.  Newport Survey 1983

27. The River Usk
	Dept of Documentary Photography: Gwent College of Higher Ed.
	Dept of Documentary Photography: Gwent College of Higher Ed.
	1983
	80
	Large format book. Lots of fantastic b & w photos of Newport focusing on the Usk and where it joins the Bristol Channel. This id documentary photography by students from what was then one of the most famous and respects course in  the country. Lots of text too

	28.  Open Skies 
	Don McCullin
(intro by John Fowles)
	Jonathan Cape
	1989
	70
	A series of b & w photos of the Somerset Levels and the North Somerset coast by the famous war photographer. Great pictures of Brean beach and Weston

	29. Wetlands: Life in the Somerset Levels
	Patrick Sutherland and Adam Nicolson
	Michael Joseph
	1986
	151
	A classic of its type. A documentary account of the levels with b & w photos and oral history accounts

	30. Somerset, with the Severn Sea: A Poem, with Historical and Miscellaneous Notes (1867) 


	John Draper
	Kessinger Publishing
	2009
	408
	On-line at Google books

	31. The Tragedy of Nan (play)
	john Masefield
	THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 


	1921 

(1909)
	
	Is on-line 
Masefields notes on the play

I began to write this play either at the end of 

1906 or the beginning of 1907. I began it upon a 

fable that had been given to me in conversation, as 

something that had occurred in Kent about a cen- 

tury ago. A barrister in looking through some 

papers had found mention of a case in which a man 

had been hanged for sheep-stealing. After his exe- 

cution, proof came to hand that he was innocent. 

Someone, or some institution or department, thought 

to remedy the matter by giving money to the man's 

daughter, "but it was then too late of course." That 

was the story as it was first told to me. 

Thinking it over, I decided to write a play upon 

this fable, partly because I was then feeling acutely 

the horror of miscarriage of justice, and partly be- 

cause I saw in the fable an opportunity of writing 

of every side of a woman's character. As the fable 

in itself seemed not enough, I invented the further 

matters of an unhappy love and harsh surroundings. 

I laid the scene of the play at an imaginary farm- 

house in the hamlet of Broad Oak, on the brink of 

the Severn, near Newnham-on-Severn in Gloucester- 

shire. 

The mention of the Tide in the last Act may need 

a few words of explanation. The Severn is a tidal river, in which a Bore or Eager forms at high water, 

owing to the channel being too narrow for the 

volume of water rushing in. The tide, being con- 

stricted or pent in, is heaped up, so that it advances 

much as I describe it, in a wall of water across the 

river, two or three feet higher than the level of the 

stream up which it comes. As it advances, it roars 

like an express train. The certainty and fatality of 

its march make it a very noble and very terrible 

sight.

	32. Severn and Somme
	Ivor Gurney
	Fyfield Books
	1997
	
	Set of famous poems by Ivor Gurney written when he in first world war that often hark back to his home ion Gloucestershire 

	33. 
	The Severn Bores
	F. W Rowbothsm
	1964
	100
	Detailed account of the bore as a process

	Books I know about but don’t have
	
	
	
	
	

	34. River artwork inspired by the River Severn


	By Kel Portman of Walking the Land
	Waking the Land via Blub (online book production)
	2008
	50
	Britain's longest river provides the subject and inspiration for the artworks from this exhibition. This dramatic river flows through Gloucestershire and close to ‘The Old Passage’ on it’s 354 km journey to the sea. WIth a ferocious reputation, the famous Bore and the second largest tidal range in the world, The River Severn has long been held in awe by navigators, naturalists and artists.

This collection of artworks has been organised jointly by Sally and David Pearce from The Old Passage Inn and land-arts collective ‘Walking the Land'.

Shown at The Old Passage Inn at Arlingham Gloucestershire in June 2008, the exhibition ‘River’ included works by painters, printmakers, photographers and ceramicists.

Their work examines The Severn's visual, historical, cultural and ecological impact. Their subject is this River and it’s landscape, the communities who make their living close to it’s volatile waters or those who come simply to wonder at it’s dramatic journey

	35. The Ferry between Newnham and Arlingham 


	Margaret Willis
	(Alan Sutton)
	1993
	
	

	36. 'Bristol Channel & Severn Pilot'  
	P Cumberlidge
	Stanford Maritime
	
	
	classic guide to the Bristol Channel

	37. the 'Blue Book'  
	Bristol Channel Yachting Association
	????
	???/
	
	A wealth of local navigational knowledge is contained in published by the Bristol Channel Yachting Association and on the web sites (see Bristol Channel ) of local yacht clubs.



	38. The 'Lundy & Irish Sea Pilot'  
	David Taylor
	Imray Laurie Norie and Wilson
	???
	
	is a useful guide to the Bristol Channel covering the ports in England and Wales

	39. 'Ordnance Survey Guide to the Waterways'  
	Nicholson
	
	???
	
	is a definitive source of maps and information for the river and canal system. Volume 2 includes the inland River Severn and Sharpness Canal.



	40. Prehistoric Intertidal Archaeology in the Welsh Severn Estuary
	 Martin Bell , Astrid Caseldine, Heike Neumann 
	Council for British Archaeology
	2000
	410
	The work of the Severn Estuary Intertidal Project has revealed a rich sequence of deposits dating to between 5500 and 200 Cal BC. This volume contains the results of investigations at the site of Goldcliff and its wider importance for the prehistory of Wales and the Severn Estuary in particular. It includes introductory discussion of the Severn Estuary and its archaeology, and of the site of Goldcliff and its prehistoric sequence. In particular the volume focuses in detail on the discovery of a deposit of human skulls, of Bronze Age boat planks, trackways and other linear structures, and the built structures dating from the first millennium BC to the early part of the first millennium AD. Discussions of the environmental evidence, dendrochronology, wood and woodworking, vegetation history and other evidence for animal and human activities are included. 409p, many b/w figs and pls, cd (CBA Research Report 120, 2000)

	41. The Severn Estuary: Landscape Evolution and Wetland Reclamation


	Stephen John Rippon
	Leicester University Press
	1997
	318
	The Severn Estuary is fringed by extensive areas of reclaimed alluvium, known as the Levels, which form a distinctive type of landscape. This work is a synthesis of evidence about how this landscape has evolved. Archaeological, palaeoenvironmental, documentary, cartographic, place and field-name evidence is drawn together to address key themes related to the exploitation of this physically "marginal" area. The central issue is how, when and why the countryside came into being. The study sets the Severn Estuary within the wider context of the British Isles and north western Europe, and focuses on the neglected Roman and later periods, and on areas of coastal alluvium.

(Amazon)

	42. Bristol Channel Shipping: The Twilight Years


	Collard, Chris
	??
	??
	128
	Photos of the ships, docks, and harbours in the Bristol Channel region during the busy years following WWII. The area is vastly different now and this nostalgic album evokes the feeling of past eras. (website)

	43. LUNDY
	Langham, A. and M.
	Praeger Publishers
	1970
	216
	Have not seen copy

	44. Across the Severn: The Migration of a Welsh Family
	Eva Goldsworthy
	Lolfa
	2009
	128
	Across the Severn" gives a fascinating insight into the social history of early twentieth century Wales. The story begins with the hardships of life in the Welsh mining village of Ogmore Vale and describes the author's parents forced uprooting and their efforts to survive the hardships of industrial stagnation. Embittered by the miners' strike of 1921, the family decide to leave Wales for an uncertain future in Gloucester. We follow their lives as the struggle to settle in a hostile environment. The author's lively and honest style makes "Across the Severn" an enjoyable and fascinating read. She has set personal events and beliefs against the wider historical and political backdrop, painting a vivid picture of how individuals coped with the challenges of unprecedented economic and social change.

	45. Around Severn Beach
	Pilning and Severn Beach Local History Group
	The History Press
	2004
	128
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	46. Bristol Channel and River Severn Cruising Guide
	Peter Cumberlidge
	Imray,Laurie,Norie & Wilson Ltd 
	2006
	150
	First published twenty years ago this new Imray edition of Peter Cumberlidge's guide from St David's Head in Pembrokeshire to Land's End including Lundy and the Bristol Channel is a complete reworking of the original.

This full colour edition is fully illustrated with plans and photographs. Peter Cumberlidge has rewritten the text and commentary so that it is completely up-to-date. Much of the photography has been especially organised for this edition.

Bristol Channel and River Severn Cruising Guide is not just the perfect cockpit companion but also like the author's magazine writing and other pilots provides evocative and informative reading about the places covered by the book

	47. River Severn Passenger 'steamers' 1956-1986
	Len Holder
	Len Holder Publications
	2006
	32
	

	48. The River Hobbler's Apprentice: The Forgotten Crafts of the Wye and Severn
	Alan Butt
	The History Press Ltd 
	2009
	128
	

	49. Dancing With Sabrina: A Journey Down the River Severn
	Bob Bibby
	Eye Books
	2002
	256
	Following his last best selling book Grey Paes & Bacon when Bob took us around the canals of the Black Country, Bob dons his boots again to explore the river that runs past his doorstep in Bridgnorth. Dancing with Sabrina takes us on a fantastic serpentine journey along a river from her source in the Welsh mountains to the Bristol Channel where she meets the sea. The Severn is England's longest river and takes her name from the Roman's given name of Sabrina, the secret love child of the ancient British King Locrine. Bob whisks us back to discover the past and meet the villains, heroes and madmen that Sabrina has been witness to across the ages. He takes us through the towns and villages that have sprung up upon her banks and reveals their ancient secrets and folklore. He samples the modern day with his refreshingly simple needs and throws light on where to go and not to go, to eat, drink and visit. For those who live in the embrace of Sabrina they will see the landscape of their home in an entirely new light and humour. For those who are new to the area Dancing with Sabrina will provide the impulse to visit and enjoy the richness of her heritage.

(Amazon)

	50. ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE SEVERN ESTUARY
	M. BELL(ed.)
	Severn Estuary Levels Research Committee
	1993
	
	

	51. Shipwrecks of the Bristol Channel
	Graham Smith
	Countryside Books
	1991
	128
	

	52. Tidal Stream Atlas: Irish Sea and Bristol Channel
	
	United Kingdom Hydrographic Office
	1992
	
	

	53. Bristol Channel Shipping Memories
	Andrew Wiltshire
	Bernard McCall
	2006
	80 
	Ellerman, Clan, Blue Funnel, Palm Line - shipping companies whose ships were a common sight in British ports in the 1960s and 1970s. This book features vessels from these companies and more in a nostalgic look at shipping in the Bristol Channel during those glory years before the widespread growth of containerisation. Tankers, too, are featured along with coasters, dredgers, tugs, ferries and examples of other vessels to be seen at that time.



	54. Bristol Channel Pleasure Steamers
	Robert Wall
	David & Charles
	1973
	112
	

	55. Bristol Channel Shipping: The Twilight Years
	Chris Collard
	NPI Media Group
	2000 
	128
	

	56. The Sailing Pilots of the Bristol Channel
	Peter J. Stuckey
	David & Charles
	1977
	158
	

	57. Brean Down Fort: Its History and the Defence of the Bristol Channel
	Nick Van Der Bijl
	Hawk Editions
	2000
	168
	

	58.  Flat Holm: Bristol Channel Island
	Bob Jory
	Dorset Publishing Company
	1995
	152
	

	59. Saltmarsh Ecology in the Severn Estuary
	R. Teverson
	Department of Energy 
	1981
	??
	

	60. Ecology of the Upper Severn Estuary
	C. Little
	Nature Conservancy Council (NCC) 
	1985
	
	

	61. Marine Nature Conservation Review: Sector 9: Inlets in the Bristol Channel and Approaches, Area Summaries (Coasts and Seas of the United Kingdom - MNCR Series)
	J. Moore, Jan Smith , K. Northen
	Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) 
	1998
	
	

	62. Intertidal Invertebrate Fauna of the Severn Estuary
	C.R. Boyden
	Field Studies Council 
	Dec 1976
	60
	


